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Members of the Committee, I am Thomas France, Senior Director for Western Wildlife Conservation
for the National Wildlife Federation. Iam here opposing adoption of HRJ 8, which calls on Congress
to kill the Forest Jobs and Recreation Act, which was introduced by Montana Senator Jon Tester in the
last Congress and which he will reintroduce again within the next few days.

[ would like to challenge each member of this Committee to read FJRA before voting on this bill. I
ask that you read the bill as legislators. If you do take the time to read the bill, I think you will better
appreciate the thought that went into FJRA, and the balance that it represents. If you read the bill I'm
also sure you will find sections that you like and support, regardless of whether you are for wilderness
or against, or for or against more logging on Montana’s national forests. Certainly, you may want to
improve or strengthen some of the language you find, but as you consider what you might write, I
think you will better realize that FJRA is the result of years of give and take and that the language of
the bill is the result careful compromise and keen appreciation of what might pass the Congress.

Reading the bill will, I hope, give you context within which to make a decision on HIR 8. If you
decide to vote for the resolution, do so in recognition of the fact that you will be rejecting years of
work by many Montanans to find compromise and balance in moving forest management forward.
The first discussions between the timber industry and the conservation community that led to FJRA
started in 2005 and have continued ever since. Many of these conversations have been difficult and
some of the decisions very hard. But through diligence and an understanding of forest management
born out of years of experience, compromises, good compromises have been found. A vote for HIR 8
will ignore this work and ignore the expertise and good will that achieved a significant piece of
legislation.

Voting for HIR 8 is also a vote for continued gridlock on Montana’s forest. All of us who worked on
HIR 8 knew we could battle one another to draw. After all, we had done just that for a couple of
decades. Rather than continue the fight and gridlock that in produced, we thought writing a bill that
sought middle ground and forward motion was a much better alternative. If HIR passes, and if FIRA
is defeated, there are some certain outcomes, the first and most relevant being that gridlock will
continue. There are no alternative bills waiting to be passed. There are no proposals for different
approaches that stand chance of passing the present divided Congress. FJRA itself was only written
after years of work. The bill has been introduced in the last two Congresses but has yet to pass, in part
because passing a bill is a painfully slow process. A vote for HIR 8 is a vote for the status quo.
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I believe passage of FJRA will lead to further agreement and further compromise between the
conservation community and the timber industry. The result of this collaboration will be more jobs in
Montana’s timber communities, better management of Montana’s forests, and protection of some of
Montana’s most cherished landscapes. If this is a future you seek for Montana, then I would urge you
to vote against HJR 8.

Thank you.
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